
STAR Satellite Oceanography & Climatology Division (SOCD)  

SOCD Chief: Dr. Paul M. DiGiacomo  

Ocean Sensors Branch 

Chief: Dr.  Alexander (Sasha) Ignatov 

•Sea Surface Temp, Ocean Winds, Ocean Optics 

& Water Quality (e.g. Chesapeake Bay) 

Marine Ecosystems & Climate Branch 

Chief: Dr. Menghua Wang 

• Ocean Color, Coral Reefs, Sea Ice,             

Synthetic Aperture Radar, Blended SST 

Laboratory for Satellite Altimetry  

Chief: Dr. Eric Leuliette (acting) 

• Sea Level, Bathymetry, Waves, Sea Ice/Climate  

SOCD Organization 

 

 

Science Teams: R&O  

Major Programs/Activities  

• JPSS: Ocean Color & SST EDRs 

• GOES-R: SST (& Ocean Dynamics) 

• JASON Satellite Radar Altimeter Program 

• NOAA GCOM Program Scientist 

• Foreign Sensors: Winds, SAR, etc 

• National Ice Center Chief Scientist 

• Marine Optical BuoY (MOBY) 

• Coast/Ocean/PolarWatch & Coral Reef Watch 

 
I 

• Sea Ice  

• Sea Surface Height 
• Sea Surface Roughness 
• Sea Surface Salinity 

• Sea Surface Temperature 
• Ocean Color Radiometry 

• Ocean Surface Vector Winds 
• CoastWatch/OceanWatch/PolarWatch 
• Coral Reef Watch 
 



 
Mission Agnostic, Measurement-based approach  

in support of users: Ensuring continuity & coverage 
 

SAR & High  
Res Imagery 
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Observations only  
available from  

Non-NOAA missions 
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Non-NOAA missions augment 
NOAA missions: Gap Filler  

(Time, Space, Spectral et al.) 

Regional Gaps 

Atm soundings, Aerosols,  
SST, Fire, Imagery, et al.  

Non-NOAA missions  
complement NOAA missions:  
Redundancy; Risk Reduction 

Heritage Polar  
Product Continuity 

Courtesy: Paul DiGiacomo & Paul Chang 

Observations  
from NOAA  

missions 

POES GOES 


