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The purpose of this guide is to demonstrate the initial steps required to obtain the
NOAA/NESDIS/STAR NPROVS Archive Statistics (NARCS), access data files, run the
program and display data.

Also available is the NARCS User’s Guide, which contains detailed information about
all program functions.



STEP 1 — Download the program

If NARCS is not already installed or if a new version is available: download the
program

* NARCS is available via anonymous FTP at:

ftp://ftp.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/pub/smcd/opdb/nprovs/programs/NARCS. jar

» The program can also be downloaded from the NARCS web page at:

http://www.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/smcd/opdb/nprovs/narcs.php

Using one of the above links, download the program to your computer. The program
can be installed in any directory/folder.

STEP 2 — Download some data files

Data files used by NARCS are available via anonymous ftp at:
NPROVS (April 2008 to present):

ftp://ftp.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/pub/smcd/opdb/nprovs/narcs/narcs nprovs_all.dat

NPROVS+ (July 2013 to present):

ftp://ftp.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/pub/smcd/opdb/nprovs/narcs/narcs nprovs plus.dat

NPROVS (most recent 365 days):

ftp://ftp.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/pub/smcd/opdb/nprovs/narcs/narcs one year.dat

The data files can be downloaded to any directory/folder.

STEP 3 — Start the program

For most people, especially those running the program on Windows or Mac OS X, it
will be easiest to run the program by double-clicking the icon of the NARCS jar file that
was downloaded.

NARCS can also be started from a command line by entering the command:

java —jar NARCS.jar



STEP 4 — Select some data to display

When the program opens for the first time, the window will look similar to:
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To start using the program, click on the “Options” button



Clicking the Options button will bring up a dialog that contains most of the selection
controls for NARCS.

Open a file by selecting “Open File” and then clicking the “Select File” button

@ @® Change Graph Settings
Type of data: Collocation Counts o
Source of data: Default File
Open File Select File... No file selected
() No File
Time Window: » ) Daily

1 SeleCt ”Open Flle” ecember 2014
Reset Dates and then Clle the
Show Data IlSeleCt Flle” buttOn

Automatic (min to max)

Min/Max Data Range:

Default (0 to 1500)

Manual 1 10000

Ignore values outside of min/max

| ok | Cancel

A file selection dialog will appear. Select a file and open it.
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™| narcs_conus.dat Thursday, August 28, 2014 1:22 PM

' narcs_nprovs_all.dat Sunday, August 16, 2015 6:29 AM

" narcs_nprovs_plus.dat Sunday, August 16, 2015 9:44 AM

" narcs_one_year.dat Friday, April 24, 2015 3:15 PM
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The selection dialog will be updated with data from the chosen file:
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Change the type of data to “Level/Layer Statistics” and click the OK button.
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If the date range was not changed, the graph will look similar to the above example.
Changing the date range in the selection dialog from “daily” to either “weekly” or
“‘monthly” will average the daily statistics to compute weekly or monthly statistics.
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