MODIS GLINT issues
It has been noticed recently that a large number of granules exhibit retrieval values higher than the surrounding area. These pixels are clustered together near or inside the glint area. It has become more noticeable with move to SEADAS 6.2 and the advancing season where glint becomes more acute in the Northern Hemisphere for our regions that we visually inspect.

In the past at least for the standard MODIS stream we have not applied any GLINT mask and it has not been an issue. Since there are substantial changes in the way the Chlorophyll algorithm is implemented with the new l2gen it seem we need to account for the glint now. Notice also that the value retrieved by the pixels in the glint region is around 0.2 mg/L. We had a similar value for the bias with the old versions of SEADAS+LUT combine during the 2009 season and this could have prevented seeing such glint induced feature before.

The recommendation from CoastWatch is that we start applying the high glint mask for the MODIS-SEADAS stream. Below we have provided two images for comparison before applying the glint mask and after applying the mask. This will significantly reduce the number of valid pixels as a consequence.
Reference: Flags used by OBPG at Level-2 can be found below. OBPG recommends masking the HIGLINT flagged pixels for Level-3 products.

http://oceancolor.gsfc.nasa.gov/VALIDATION/flags.html
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Figure 1 L2 MODIS masked product with no GLINT mask applied
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Figure 2 L2 MODIS masked product with the HIGLINT mask applied.
The current streams in production that may or may not need the change are listed below as documented by OSDPD.
	Production Streams

in OSDPD
	Implement

HIGLINT masking

	MODIS-CBAY
	YES

	
	

	MODIS-SEADAS
	YES

	
	

	SEAWIFS-SEADAS
	NO

	
	

	SEAWIFS-STUMPF
	NO


The recommendation for this change involves only changing the settings for the MASKED products and not to the processing of L1 to L2 data.
